Figurative Language

language that is not meant to be taken
literally, or word for word



Youre o Weasel, @m ke one. ) )
i Simile

* a comparison of two things that are
essentially different, using the words
like or as

 Example

o O my love is like a red, red rose
from Robert Burn’s “A Red, Red Rose”



Metaphor

* a subtle comparison in which an author
describes a person or thing using words
that are not meant to be taken literally

Examples— Sisters
All the world's a stage,
She calls me tofu
And all the men and women merely because I am so soft,
players: easily falling apart.
They have their exits and their [ wish [ were tough
entrances and full of fire, like ginger—
like her.

from As You Like It by William Shakespeare

A Suitcase of Seaweed and other poems
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Personification

» figurative language in which
nonhuman things or
abstractions are represented as
having human qualities

» Example—

o Necessity is the mother
of all invention.




Hyperbole

* an intentional and exireme
exaggeration for emphasis or
effect

* Example— LITERALLY 9
o This book weighs a ton. DI E
IF YOU DON'T
STOP USING

HYPERBOLES
INCORRECTLY.



Idiom

Phrases people use in everyday

language which do not make

.ig:rﬂﬁwg sense literally, but the meaning
Is understood

Examples—
Just hold your horses if you think
idioms are hard! I'm here to let
the cat out of the bag. Idioms are
a dime a dozen, and learning ik e (BAR N
them is a piece of cake.  OK..now whatr




Sound Devices

Focus on the sound of words, rather than
their meaning



Repetition

» Repetition is when an author repeats a word,
phrase, sentence, or stanza for effect or emphasis.

 Examples:

o The chorus or refrain of almost any song
o This poem, by Shel Silverstein:

HOW NOT TO HAVE
TO DRY THE DISHES

If you have to dry the dishes
(Such an awful, boring chore)

If you have to dry the dishes
("Stead of going to the store)

If you have to dry the dishes
And you drop one on the flcor—
Maybe they won't let you

Dry the dishes anymore.




Rhyme

INVICTUS
Out of the wight that covers me

Wock as the Pt from pde to ple
T thank whatever qods way be
For wy unconquerable coul

In the fell dutch of civeumctance

1 howve wot wivced wor oried aloud
Under the Hodgeomings of chance

Wy head Te Mooty but umbowed

begord thic place of wrath and teare
Looms but the Vorvor of the chode

Md get the menace of the gears
Finds and shall $ind we wradraid

It matters not how stralt the gate

Yow charged with pomichments the scvell

I am the master of mg fate
I om the captain of wg sl

Rhyme is the repetition of end
sounds in two or more words
or phrases that appear close
to each otherin a poem.
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Alliteration

« Alliteration is the repetition of a sound at the
beginning of words.

« Common examples:
Coca-cola, Tiny Tim, Mickey Mouse

“While I nodded, nearly

napping, suddenly there
came a tapping...

ne%ﬂlﬂ—




Onomatopoeia

Onomatopoeia- a word that sounds like the sound it
makes

For example: pop, crackle, screech, zip, fizz
Noft just sound effects!

“And ere three shrill notes the pipe uttered.

. You heard as if an army muttered ;

- And the muttering grew to a grumbling;

* And the grumbling grew to a mighty rumbling; *)
_ And out of the houses the rats came tumbling.”
The Pied Piger of Hamelin—




Other Literary Devices

Even more...



Symbol

* A symbolis an object, person, place, or acfion
that has a meaning in itself, and that also stands

for something larger than itself.

For example:
A dove symbolizes peace.

A black crow or raven symbolizes death.

A wedding ring symbolizes...2¢¢

@)



Oxymoron

« An Oxymoron is a figure of speech in which opposites
are paired for effect.
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Further Examples

O "Parting is such
s BY
STOR‘EL  HAMILTON sweet sorrow."

FEATURING

LAUREL

CLIVE BARKERE STEPHEN KING ~ Romeo and Juliet
pOPPY Z. BRIT KELLY LINK
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OE H‘LL n -
’ D MANY OTHERS [0 "So foul and fair a

n
John joscph Adams day I haVe not seen!

‘ted by
Edit ~ Macbeth




