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                                               Suspense/horror Writing  Activity
The Manor House
One step at a time, Lara crept down the stairs. At the bottom, she paused but all that she could hear was blood thumping in her ears. She’d be back before they awoke.
Twenty minutes later, she entered Harrow Woods. Her torchlight found the path and occasionally flashed to show her the black, quivering leaves. Dark clouds had muted the moon. Before long, she came to the ruins of the manor house. In the front garden, the fountain was still and smothered in years of moss. Overgrown rose bushes blocked the path painted thick with fallen petals.
Warily, Lara perched on the edge of the fountain, took her camera from her bag and faced the trees. It was here that she had first seen it. This time she’d be ready.
After a few moments, she heard the wind awaken in the woods. The water rippled, the trees rustled and a damp petal landed on her cheek. Lara shivered. Behind her, a door slammed. What was that? She whipped round to face the house. A shadow moved through the downstairs room. A light flicked on.
Lara ran, shoving her camera back in her bag as she scrambled away from the fountain. She was sure she could hear something cracking the dried twigs behind her as she sped through the woods. She didn’t stop until she reached Meadow Drive, where she paused by a lamppost to catch her breath.
Next time, she thought. Next time, I’ll be ready.
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The Manor House

Bare Bones

Our Innovation

Lara sneaks out of house in
the middle of night

Main character (MC)
leaves safe place

James on beach with parents — they
fall asleep — he sneaks away

Lara enters Harrow Woods

Main character in a
scary setting

Goes to creepy cave on the beach

Lara waits to take a photo of
something she thinks she has
seen before

MC waits to spot / see
something

Walks into cave to try and find
something strange that he thought
he’d seen last time

Lara sees a shadow and hears
noises

Threat arrives

Noises scare him — mossy rope falls

Lara is chased by something

Threat gets closer

A ‘thing’ chases him out of the cave

Lara runs to safety

MC escapes and is safe
but promises to try
again another day

Runs back to parents
Decides to try again soon
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Tool Examples from Name key Other ideas (including
The Manor House | grammar/ devices |examples from shared
used — comment reading and shared writing)
on effectiveness
Describe the MC’s Lara shivered Well-chosen verbs | Elise froze.

reactions and actions
to show how they
feel

... she paused ...

... blood thumping
in her ears ...

... she perched on
the edge

He stumbled over a tree
root.

John moved along the path,
step by step.

Jo shuddered. (from The
Mill Pond)

Use a time phrase to
show that the MC is
far away from home

Twenty minutes
later,

Fronted adverbial
—help orientate
reader: when

What felt like an hour later,

Half an hour after,

Describe the setting
through the MC’s
eyes

In the front garden,
Behind her,

e Fronted
adverbials help
orientate
reader: where?

Behind the shed,

In the middle of the
clearing,

To the side of the house,
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Put your MCin the
dark

Her torchlight
found the path and
occasionally
flashed.

Dark clouds had
muted the moon.

« Personification
makes the
setting creepier

o Alliteration
helps reader
picture the
scene

She turned on the phone’s
torch.

The pin-prick stars did little
to light the way.

Night had arrived.

Put the MC’s feelings
into the environment

Quivering leaves ...
She heard the wind
awaken ...

« Personification
makes the
setting seem
alive and
threatening

The birds fell silent and hid
in the trees.

Every minute, the wind
whistled a bit louder and
whipped the leaves a bit
higher.

Describe using words

Black leaves

* Expanded noun

Dense fog

that suggest danger / | Dark clouds phrases help | Crackling leaves
threat still fountain the reader to | Casting charred shadows
picture the (from The Mill Pond)
scene
e Well-chosen
adjectives help
the reader
picture what's
being described
Use empty words Tt Pronouns used to | Something breathing (from
Something hide the actor The Mill Pond)
Vague noun to A shadow scuttled (from
A shadow hide the actor our shared writing)
Name your setting Harrow Woods Proper nouns to Dead Man’s Forest (from

carefully to hint at
danger

make setting clear

The Old Mill)
Gorham'’s Cave (from our
shared writing)





